
A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm him. He had walked into an auto parts store with a loaded handgun, 
but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated (at three times the legal limit), believed he was shooting at rac-
coons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their backyards. A 60-year-old man who grabbed a .38 revolver and 
fled his home after his family discovered he was molesting his grandchild. The man was arrested with the gun in his vehicle. A 38-year-old man who 
threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child if she left him. His wife had overheard him distraught and crying in the bathroom, and 
cocking his .40 caliber pistol. A 28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened suicide. When his ex-girlfriend tried to call for help, he 
grabbed her by her hair, threw her on the ground, and pushed her head into a wall. Police seized two handguns, two rifles, and a shotgun. A 33-year-old 
man who locked his wife in a car with him, threatening her with a loaded firearm. When the Police Department arrived on the scene and searched the car, 
they found a meth pipe along with two loaded firearms that did not belong to him. He later surrendered a Glock 9mm and a .380 handgun. A 35-year-old man 
with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence, whose wife suffered a serious laceration to her forehead and feared he might kill her. The man 
owned a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol, a Ruger .22, a Springfield .40 caliber pistol, a Ruger rifle, a Mossberg shotgun, and an unmarked 
handgun. A 40-year-old man who told his fiancé by text message that he wanted to shoot her in the head, then visited his fiancé’s ex-boyfriend and 
threatened to kill him while holding a knife behind his back. The man surrendered a handgun and an AR-15, the semi-automatic rifle frequently used by 
mass shooters. A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm him. He had walked into an auto parts store with a 
loaded handgun, but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated (at three times the legal limit), believed he was 
shooting at raccoons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their backyards. A 60-year-old man who grabbed a 
.38 revolver and fled his home after his family discovered he was molesting his grandchild. The man was arrested with the gun in his vehicle. A 38-year-
old man who threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child if she left him. His wife had overheard him distraught and crying in the bath-
room, and cocking his .40 caliber pistol. A 28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened suicide. When his ex-girlfriend tried to call for 
help, he grabbed her by her hair, threw her on the ground, and pushed her head into a wall. Police seized two handguns, two rifles, and a shotgun. A 
33-year-old man who locked his wife in a car with him, threatening her with a loaded firearm. When the Police Department arrived on the scene and 
searched the car, they found a meth pipe along with two loaded firearms that did not belong to him. He later surrendered a Glock 9mm and a .380 handgun. 
A 35-year-old man with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence, whose wife suffered a serious laceration to her forehead and feared he might 
kill her. The man owned a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol, a Ruger .22, a Springfield .40 caliber pistol, a Ruger rifle, a Mossberg shot-
gun, and an unmarked handgun. A 40-year-old man who told his fiancé by text message that he wanted to shoot her in the head, then visited his fiancé’s 
ex-boyfriend and threatened to kill him while holding a knife behind his back. The man surrendered a handgun and an AR-15, the semi-automatic rifle 
frequently used by mass shooters. A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm him. He had walked into an auto 
parts store with a loaded handgun, but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated (at three times the legal limit), 
believed he was shooting at raccoons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their backyards. A 60-year-old man 
who grabbed a .38 revolver and fled his home after his family discovered he was molesting his grandchild. The man was arrested with the gun in his 
vehicle. A 38-year-old man who threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child if she left him. His wife had overheard him distraught and 
crying in the bathroom, and cocking his .40 caliber pistol. A 28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened suicide. When his ex-girlfriend 
tried to call for help, he grabbed her by her hair, threw her on the ground, and pushed her head into a wall. Police seized two handguns, two rifles, 
and a shotgun. A 33-year-old man who locked his wife in a car with him, threatening her with a loaded firearm. When the Police Department arrived on the 
scene and searched the car, they found a meth pipe along with two loaded firearms that did not belong to him. He later surrendered a Glock 9mm and a 
.380 handgun. A 35-year-old man with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence, whose wife suffered a serious laceration to her forehead and 
feared he might kill her. The man owned a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol, a Ruger .22, a Springfield .40 caliber pistol, a Ruger rifle, a 
Mossberg shotgun, and an unmarked handgun. A 40-year-old man who told his fiancé by text message that he wanted to shoot her in the head, then visited 
his fiancé’s ex-boyfriend and threatened to kill him while holding a knife behind his back. The man surrendered a handgun and an AR-15, the semi-auto-
matic rifle frequently used by mass shooters. A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm him. He had walked into 
an auto parts store with a loaded handgun, but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated (at three times the legal 
limit), believed he was shooting at raccoons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their backyards. A 
60-year-old man who grabbed a .38 revolver and fled his home after his family discovered he was molesting his grandchild. The man was arrested with the 
gun in his vehicle. A 38-year-old man who threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child if she left him. His wife had overheard him 
distraught and crying in the bathroom, and cocking his .40 caliber pistol. A 28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened suicide. When his 
ex-girlfriend tried to call for help, he grabbed her by her hair, threw her on the ground, and pushed her head into a wall. Police seized two handguns, 
two rifles, and a shotgun. A 33-year-old man who locked his wife in a car with him, threatening her with a loaded firearm. When the Police Department 
arrived on the scene and searched the car, they found a meth pipe along with two loaded firearms that did not belong to him. He later surrendered a 
Glock 9mm and a .380 handgun. A 35-year-old man with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence, whose wife suffered a serious laceration to her 
forehead and feared he might kill her. The man owned a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol, a Ruger .22, a Springfield .40 caliber pistol, a 
Ruger rifle, a Mossberg shotgun, and an unmarked handgun. A 40-year-old man who told his fiancé by text message that he wanted to shoot her in the head, 
then visited his fiancé’s ex-boyfriend and threatened to kill him while holding a knife behind his back. The man surrendered a handgun and an AR-15, the 
semi-automatic rifle frequently used by mass shooters. A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm him. He had 
walked into an auto parts store with a loaded handgun, but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated (at three 
times the legal limit), believed he was shooting at raccoons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into their 
backyards. A 60-year-old man who grabbed a .38 revolver and fled his home after his family discovered he was molesting his grandchild. The man was 
arrested with the gun in his vehicle. A 38-year-old man who threatened to kill himself, his wife, and their young child if she left him. His wife had 
overheard him distraught and crying in the bathroom, and cocking his .40 caliber pistol. A 28-year-old man who grabbed a gun case and threatened sui-
cide. When his ex-girlfriend tried to call for help, he grabbed her by her hair, threw her on the ground, and pushed her head into a wall. Police seized 
two handguns, two rifles, and a shotgun. A 33-year-old man who locked his wife in a car with him, threatening her with a loaded firearm. When the Police 
Department arrived on the scene and searched the car, they found a meth pipe along with two loaded firearms that did not belong to him. He later surren-
dered a Glock 9mm and a .380 handgun. A 35-year-old man with a small arsenal and a history of domestic violence, whose wife suffered a serious lacera-
tion to her forehead and feared he might kill her. The man owned a 9mm pistol, a Mosquito semi-automatic pistol, a Ruger .22, a Springfield .40 caliber 
pistol, a Ruger rifle, a Mossberg shotgun, and an unmarked handgun. A 40-year-old man who told his fiancé by text message that he wanted to shoot her in 
the head, then visited his fiancé’s ex-boyfriend and threatened to kill him while holding a knife behind his back. The man surrendered a handgun and an 
AR-15, the semi-automatic rifle frequently used by mass shooters. A 23-year-old ex-Marine who had developed a paranoia that all males wanted to harm 
him. He had walked into an auto parts store with a loaded handgun, but called police before shooting anyone. A 39-year-old man who, while intoxicated 
(at three times the legal limit), believed he was shooting at raccoons and rats in his backyard. Terrified neighbors called police as bullets flew into 

EXTREME 
RISK 
PROTECTION 
ORDERS
A GUIDE TO THE PROCESS

Information on this website does not constitute legal advice. Every factual situation is unique; if you want legal advice specific to your particular circumstances, 

please consult knowledgeable counsel.

Bloomberg American
Health Initiative



Extreme Risk Protection Orders  A Guide to the Process 2

*Information on this website does not constitute legal advice. Every factual situation is unique; if you want legal advice specific to your particular circumstances, please consult knowledgeable counsel.

WHY? 
State laws often do not provide a clear legal authority to 
restrict access to guns before a tragedy occurs, even when it 
is clear that an individual is at risk of suicide, or harm to self or 
others. ERPO laws provide a legal means, using a civil process, 
to prevent tragedies.

WHO? 
Depending on state law, ERPO petitions may be filed by:

•	 Family, including someone related by blood, marriage, or 
adoption

•	 Dating partners

•	 People who have a child in common

•	 People who are living together

•	 Legal guardian

•	 Law enforcement

•	 Health care professional

•	 School administrator

HOW? 
To obtain an ERPO, the following steps are generally taken. 
Please note that state laws and processes vary. This summary 
provides a general guide.

1. �Complete an ERPO petition.

a. �The petition will ask for information about the person who is at 
risk of harming themselves or others (the respondent). Detailed 
information — including name, address, height, weight, hair color, 
eye color — will be required.

b. �The petition will ask why you believe the person is at risk of 
harming themselves or others.

2. �File the petition and return to court as instructed. 

a. �Present the petition to the court at the instructed time, explaining 
to a judge or commissioner why you want the court to issue a 
temporary ERPO.

b. �If the court issues a temporary order, it will be in effect for up to 
21 days.

c. �If the respondent to the order received notice, or is present and 
had an opportunity to be heard, a judge may issue a final order.

An Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) is a civil 
order issued by a court when someone is at risk 
of violence to self (including suicide) or others. A 
person with an ERPO cannot purchase or possess 
guns while the order is in place.
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

3. �If a temporary ERPO is issued, guns are removed.

a. �Law enforcement will serve the temporary order 
to the respondent and remove the respondent’s 
firearms, updating the background check data system 
to prevent firearm purchases. 

4. �While the temporary ERPO is in effect, a final ERPO 
hearing is held.

a. �The respondent and witnesses may also be present at 
this hearing.

b. �You will explain to the judge why you want the court to 
issue an ERPO. The respondent will have a chance to 
respond to the petition in court.

c. �The judge will decide, based on what he or she hears, 
whether to issue a final ERPO of up to one year.

FOR HOW LONG?
The length of an ERPO depends on a number of factors.

1. �The length of a temporary order depends on state 
law and ranges from a couple of days to a few 
weeks.

2. �A final order, issued by a judge after the person 
named has received the temporary order, is in effect 
for up to one year.

3. �A respondent may return to court to request the 
termination of the order, as specified by state law.

HOW ARE GUNS RETURNED?
After an order ends, a respondent may request the return 
of firearms. State laws vary.

1. �Law enforcement will run a background check to 
assure that the respondent is not prohibited from 
possessing firearms for any other reason and  
then return the firearm(s).

2. �The background check data system will be updated 
to allow purchases.

PROCESS FLOWCHART

Temporary ERPO Process

ERPO PETITION COMPLETED AND FILED WITH THE COURT
Go to court, complete an ERPO petition. Only the petitioner,  

not the respondent, needs to be present.

TEMPORARY ERPO HEARING HELD

Present petition to the court, explaining why you believe the  
respondent is at risk of harming self or others. If the respondent to  

the order is present and had an opportunity to be heard, a judge  
may issue a final order.

TEMPORARY 
ERPO ISSUED

TEMPORARY ERPO  
NOT ISSUED

Process ends.

LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVES THE ERPO

Law enforcement will provide the respondent with a copy of  
the ERPO and explains the terms of the order. The respondent  

will be instructed on how to dispossess themselves of guns and 
ammunition. Documentation of the dispossession will be provided.  

Law enforcement adds the temporary ERPO to existing  
background check data systems to bar firearm purchases.

Final ERPO Process

FINAL ERPO HEARING HELD

Petitioner presents the petition to the court, respondent responds.  
Court determines whether to issue final ERPO.

COURT ISSUES FINAL ERPO

ERPO is in place for up to  
one year. Respondent may  
return to court and request 

termination of the ERPO.

COURT DOES NOT 
 ISSUE FINAL ERPO

Process ends.

ERPO ENDS; RESPONDENT REQUESTS RETURN OF FIREARMS

Respondent requests return of firearms. Law enforcement verifies  
that respondent is not otherwise disqualified. Law enforcement  

updates the background check system to reflect ERPO’s end.
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