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WRITING AN OP-ED



An op-ed is a short 600-800-word opinion piece that you can submit to a newspaper or online media outlet.
In this case, an op-ed could be used to build public support for the establishment of a state Office of Missing
and Murdered Black Women and Girls or issue a call to action for legislators to vote for the model law.

The basic structure of an op-ed includes:
e Headline: A clear, concise headline that gives a
sense of your opinion or argument

e Introduction/Hook: Start with a hook to draw
people in. This may be a surprising statistic,
a compelling anecdote, or a personal story. It
sets the scene for the piece and quickly draws
readers in. Immediately introduce the reader
to your argument in the first paragraph.

o In this case, you may cite a statistic that
conveys the magnitude of the problem-
the staggering number of missing and
murdered Black women and girls in your
community. Choose a statistic that you
think will be compelling or surprising for
the reader to draw them in. Another option
is to highlight a story of an individual
woman in your community or your own
personal story. These stories can illustrate
why a state office is needed or highlight
positive changes as a result of establishing
such an office.

o After your hook, clearly state the main
argument and opinion for the reader.

e Main Body: This includes three to four short
paragraphs, each that establishes a point to
support your main argument. Support each
claim with evidence and logical reasoning.
One of your points can be a rebuttal to
an anticipated counterargument or an
acknowledgement of weaknesses in your
own argument.

e Call to action: End with a clear call to
action that circles back to your introductory
paragraph. For example, you can call on
legislators to introduce or vote in favor
of a bill to enact an Office of Missing and
Murdered Black Women and Girls or you
can specify requirements that should be
included in legislation, like mandating law
enforcement agencies share relevant data
with a proposed office.

Tips
P 1. Think about your audience—local news outlets
may prefer articles specific to their state or
locality, while national newspapers may focus
on op-eds of national relevance. Consider who
you want to hear your call to action and what
outlets they may read.

2. Lean into your specific expertise. This
expertise may come from your lived
experience, training, or occupation.

3. Use clear, concise, plain language. Op-eds are
typically conversational in tone.

Example Op-Ed

Alexandar KA, Willie TC. (2023) An epidemic of
Missing Black Women Has Been Ignored for Too Long.
The Hill.
https://thehill.com/opinion/criminal-justice/4246039-
an-epidemic-of-missing-black-women-has-been-
ignored-for-too-long/

Resources for Op-Ed Writing:
The OpEd Project: https:/www.theopedproject.org/

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Lerner Center for Health Advocacy, “How to Write an
Op-Ed or Letter to the Editor” https:/publichealth.
Jjhu.edu/lerner-center/resources/how-to-write-an-op-
ed-or-letter-to-the-editor

Harvard School of Education Guttman Library, “Op-
Ed Writing” https:/communicate.gse.harvard.edu/
sites/q/files/omnuum10511/files/commlab/files/op-
ed_writing_writing_services_hgse_morelli.pdf

MIT Communication Lab, “CommKit: Op-Ed”
https://mitcommlab.mit.edu/broad/commkit/op-ed/
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